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Recipient

A Publication of

Kalamazoo Literacy Council (KLC)
T he
recently updated its website to
provide new resources for tutors, connect
people to adult literacy services, and
share information about how we are helping to create a fully literate community.

The site, which was developed over the
past year, has many new features.
Information about the KLC’s services
including Adult Tutoring, ExpressWays 2
Success, the Adult Literacy Collaborative,
the Adult Literacy Research and Training
Symposium, and our newest program —
ESL of Southwest Michigan — is now just
a mouse-click away.
The calendar, news, and event features
have been improved and monthly reports
can be completed directly on the website.
More content will be added soon including

student and tutor success stories, more
tutor resources, and updates on future
events such as the 8th Annual
Kalamazoo SCRABBLE Fest.
Special thanks to KLC Board Member
Allisa Chamberlin and the rest of the
Marketing Committee for leading this
effort. The website was designed by
Kzoo First – a full-service marketing,
advertising and consulting agency that
specializes in digital media.
The KLC is interested in hearing your
feedback about the website upgrade. If
you have any comments, please feel
free to use the “contact us” feature on
the website at:
www.kalamazooliteracy.org, call us at
(269) 392-0490 ext. 222, or email us at
mevans@goodwillswmi.org.

Student’s path to literacy inspires learners nationally
By Ali Orlandi

asked to describe his life before he came to
W hen
the Kalamazoo Literacy Council (KLC),

“shambles” was the first word to come out of Jerry
Melson’s mouth. “I never thought I would get an
education. I always stayed away from it.” After dropping out of school as soon as he turned 16, Jerry did
not anticipate the turn his life took when a motorcycle
accident and drunk driving charges led him to the
doors of the KLC. He was directed to earn his GED,
and coming to the KLC was his first step in doing so.

Jerry came to the KLC with a fear of facing his illiteracy, which was soon soothed by the sense of communi-

Jerry Melson (second from right) receives the Mard Little
Award for Adult Learner Excellence and gives remarks at
the Fall reception with members of Mard Little’s family.
Continued on page 3
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we move into 2018, we have
A smany
achievements to reflect

on at the KLC. We have continued
to grow as an organization, as we
now have 247 tutors serving 591
students throughout Kalamazoo
County. Due to our growth, we
have expanded our services to
Vicksburg and Schoolcraft, creating
new Community Literacy Centers
(CLCs) that are being launched at
Liz Semaan
the Vicksburg District Library and
Connections Community Church. These CLCs will join
the 13 others that have already been established
throughout Kalamazoo County. Volunteers have been
trained to support both locations, ensuring that every
student has a place to learn. We have also formally
adopted the ESL of Southwest Michigan program,
which serves 150 adults from approximately 45 countries. This program will help learners from across the
globe improve their literacy and language skills to be
more successful in our community.
2017 also marked our first-ever Mard Little Award for
Adult Learner Excellence, which was presented to
Jerry Melson at the KLC’s Fall Reception. Jerry’s story
(which is printed in this issue), continues to inspire
learners and volunteers in our community and across
the country. Mard Little’s example demonstrates the
impact tutors can have on our learners.

Although we are now looking forward to 2018, there
were quite a few ambitious goals that we met near
the end of last year. We raised $41,517 for the 2017
Everyone Needs to Read Annual Campaign. Our
board is continually working toward our monetary
goals to advance services and expand as an organization, as well as making efforts to support progress
and prosperity in all areas. We are continually seeking out ways to strengthen the services provided by
the KLC. The Adult Literacy Research and Training
Symposium that was held on December 1 at the
WMU Fetzer Center was a tremendous success. It is
an event that works to bolster support for our tutors
through invigorating and informative workshops as
well as discussions on literacy and community involvement. It was a pleasure to again partner with
Western Michigan University toward our shared goals
in literacy and community involvement.
We look forward to seeing new and familiar faces in
2018, as we progress in our efforts to help learners
reach their highest potential.
Sincerely,

Liz Semaan
President, 2017-2018
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The Kalamazoo Literacy Council
(KLC) is pleased to welcome Emily
Demorest to our team!

Literacy Advocate
is published quarterly by the
Kalamazoo Literacy Council — a
nonprofit organization committed to
quality literacy education that enhances the lives of adults through
programs designed to increase
reading, writing and spelling skills.
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MEMBER OF

Emily has seven years experience
working at the intersection of
education and community
services. She completed her
undergraduate degree in social
work at Western Michigan University and the Masters of Social
Emily Demorest
Work Community Organizing
Program at the University of Michigan. Emily has
worked in a variety of public schools and neighborhood based community centers in Kalamazoo, Detroit,
and abroad in South Africa. She says, “The passion
for empowering communities through education, and
learning about the diversity of experiences that exist in
peoples’ lives is a driving force in my life and I am
excited to continue this journey with the KLC.”
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ty and support he found through the KLC. “I wasn’t the
only one,” Jerry explained, “there were people just like
me.” Going through middle and high school he felt singled out for his shortcomings in reading and writing,
which hindered him from ever seeking help in his adult
life. His time spent at the KLC “turned out to be amazing.” His tutors have come to know him personally.
“They are always so patient, and really got to know my
needs,” he explained, “they read me like a book.” In
the year and a half Jerry has been at the KLC he hasn’t missed a day of class, jumping from a third grade
reading level to an eighth grade level. “I see the progress in myself and it makes me happy to see my
teachers and tutors happy.”
In the spring of 2017, the KLC was contacted by an
international documentary series looking for an adult
learner to be a part of their documentary titled
“Unreported World: Making America Read.” Having
continually been a dedicated and attentive student, the
KLC chose Jerry to participate in the documentary. At
first he denied the offer, knowing that engaging in the
documentary would expose his illiteracy, a reality he
has hidden throughout his life. However, Jerry eventually agreed to take part, seeing the situation as an opportunity to publicly relate to others. “There are so
many people in Kalamazoo who have helped me, directly and behind the scenes. This was my chance to
give back,” Jerry explained. Working alongside reporter Kiki King, Jerry told the story of how his life has
been affected by illiteracy and the ways his outlook has
improved since coming to the KLC. Over the course of
the film a major goal of Jerry’s is achieved, reading a
story to his granddaughter. Through his participation in
the documentary, Jerry looked to inspire others to approach literacy centers absolved of the worry he once
held towards being found out. “I lived with a secret
fear. I didn’t feel it every day, but it was there and it

would upset and disturb me,” he said. This sense of
dread is something he knows many people deal with,
and he now looks to help relieve this in others. The final documentary aired in March 2017 in the United
Kingdom and was screened at the WMU Homer
Stryker M.D School of Medicine in June 2017, where it
was discussed by a board of panelists to examine the
state of illiteracy in the United States as depicted in the
film. The documentary was also screened at the 2017
ProLiteracy Conference on Adult Literacy in
Minneapolis, MN in September.
Throughout Jerry’s time spent at the KLC he went from
someone who avoided school and hid his illiteracy to
someone who is able to speak openly about the struggles he has gone through, becoming an advocate for
others like himself. “A lot of people in this community
do not know these resources are available and there
are so many people willing to help,” Jerry explained. He
has seized his newfound literacy, engaging in activities
he once shied away from, such as helping his granddaughter with reading, something he was not able to do
when his daughters were growing up. Earlier this year
he became the president of the student advisory council, a group of KLC learners that meets monthly to discuss the services they are provided. Together the
group gives feedback and considers improvements that
could be made to the KLC.
Most recently, Jerry received the first-ever Mard Little
Award for Adult Learner Excellence at the KLC’s Fall
Reception. This award is an accolade named after a
past learner whose dedication to lifelong learning
resulted in her publishing a book about her journey
titled With God on My Side. This award recognizes
Jerry’s devotion and progress through the KLC while
reflecting good things to come. Looking forward, Jerry
is continuing to learn through the KLC, remaining on
his path towards a GED “I turned a punishment into a
blessing,” he said, with a strong sense of confidence.

Congratulations to the graduates of the January 2018 Tutor Training!
The Kalamazoo Literacy Council is pleased to welcome
19 new tutors who successfully completed the Tutor
Training held in January 2018 at Goodwill Industries of
Southwestern Michigan.
Special thanks to Tutor Trainers Paula Aldridge,
Nancy Boutelle, Phyllis Chenery, Kym Hollars, and
Tutor Trainer Candidate Laura MacLellan for a job well
done!
Dale Abbott
Susan Allen
Mariah Armstrong
Susan Creager
Karuna Khanal
Chris Kuthie
Emily McKeown

Valerie Miller
Cathy O’Neil
Karl Sandelin
Cindy Sarquiz
Leslie Scheffers
Faith Simpson

Kevin Taylor
Leah Ureche
Michael Ureche
Andrea VanDyke
Ruthanne Vlasicak
Peter Wiezhouwer

247

TUTORS
In Service

www.kalamazooliteracy.org

CLASS of

January 2018

NEXT TRAINING: March 2018
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MISSION:
The Kalamazoo
Literacy Council is
committed to
enhancing the lives of
adults by improving their
reading, writing and
spelling skills.

Serving
Kalamazoo County
since 1974.

EVERYONE NEEDS TO READ
CALENDAR
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Board Meetings
Feb. 13, March 13, April 10 5:30 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.
Adult Literacy Collaborative Meetings
Feb. 26, March 26, April 23 12:00 p.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Student Advisory Council
Feb. 6, March 6, April 3
9:00 a.m. — 9:30 a.m.

Tutor Orientations & Workshops
New Tutor Orientation
March 8

7:00 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Tutor Training
March 12, 15, 19, & 22

6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.

April 7, 2018

12:00 p.m. — 3:30 p.m.

Friendly Connections Tutor Forum
Feb. 15
6:30 p.m. — 8:30 p.m.

Symposium Tutor Forums
Health Literacy: Feb. 20, March 20 6:30 — 9:30 p.m.
Parent Literacy: Feb. 15, Mar. 15
10 a.m.—12 p.m.
Workforce Literacy: Feb. 9, Mar. 9 2:00 —3:00 p.m.
ESL Strategies: Feb. 12, Mar. 12
6:30—8:30 p.m.

8th Annual Kalamazoo SCRABBLE® Fest
April 7 at Bell’s Eccentric Café

12:00 p.m.— 3:30 p.m.

Visit our website at www.kalamazooliteracy.org or call
(269) 382-0490 ext. 222 for details.
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Bell’s Eccentric Café

355 E Kalamazoo Ave, Kalamazoo, MI 49007
$25 per player for Competitive and
Just for Fun categories. $200 for Team category.
For questions or to register, visit our website at
www.kalamazooliteracy.org or call
(269) 382-0490 ext. 222.

www.kalamazooliteracy.org

