
ORIENTATION GUIDE

Leading & Learning



HELLO &
WELCOME!

Dear Edison Resident, 

I am honored that you are interested in joining the Edison Resident Scholars. Your
voice, experience, and commitment to the Edison neighborhood are what make this
program meaningful and powerful.

As a Resident Scholar, you will be part of a group of neighbors who believe that
learning, leadership, and community pride can shape a stronger future for the Edison
neighborhood. You do not need to be an expert - your lived experience and
willingness to participate are what matter most.

I look forward to getting to about know you and your community interests!

Sincerely,

Robin Simpson 
Edison Resident Fellow
(269) 350-4219
edisonresidentscholars2024@gmail.com

Helping put UNITY back in CommUNITY
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Edison Resident Scholars are committed to building a healthy, safe, and welcoming
community through learning, leadership, and participation. Scholars represent the diversity
of the Edison neighborhood, including different ages, backgrounds, cultures, and
educational experiences.

The Edison Resident Scholars are sponsored by the Kalamazoo Literacy Council (KLC) as
part of the EDISON: EDucation IS ON initiative. The KLC is a volunteer-led non profit
organization that provides free basic literacy services to adults who struggle to read.
Programs include tutoring and classes in English as a Second Language (ESL), Digital Skills,
Parent Literacy, and more. The KLC proudly partners with community agencies and
neighborhood associations to design programs and events that empower adult learners
and engage residents. 

Volunteer opportunities with the KLC: 
Tutoring: One-on-one or in small-groups; training provided
Classroom & Group Support: Assist ESL classes or help with technology skills
Mural Painting: Help create and maintain murals that celebrate literacy and learning
Literacy Trail Maintenance: Help make learning spaces safe and welcoming

To learn more about the KLC, the EDISON: EDucation IS ON project, or volunteer
opportunities, visit kalamazooliteracy.org/edison. 
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Understand what to expect during your first 90 days
What To Expect
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EDISON: EDucation IS ON Project 

Learn about our various activities

Read about some of our key accomplishments 

See some of the benefits of becoming an Edison Resident Scholar

What We Do

Signature Projects

Benefits 
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420 E. Alcott St. 
Kalamazoo, MI 49001
(269) 382-0490 ext. 222
kalamazooliteracy.org
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Our goals as Edison Resident Scholars are to:
Increase knowledge of Edison’s history, people, and opportunities
Develop learning spaces such as the Albert J. White Literacy Trail
Build strong networks and connect neighbors to resources
Reduce barriers to learning and participation
Strengthen neighborhood pride, safety, and connection

Edison Resident Scholars:
Represent the voices and lived experiences of Edison residents
Participate in learning and community-based projects
Help shape how the Edison neighborhood is understood, celebrated, and
supported

EDISON: EDucation IS ON is a community–university
partnership that views the Edison neighborhood as a learning
neighborhood. The initiative brings together residents,
community agencies, and Western Michigan University to:

Increase access to high-quality learning opportunities for
all ages
Connect adult education, family literacy, and youth
learning
Explore and elevate the neighborhood’s history, heritage,
and culture
Promote lifelong learning as a community value
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Through EDISON, learning happens in many places: homes, streets, trails,
community spaces, and shared experiences.

The EDISON program is supported in part by: 
Arts Council of Greater Kalamazoo 
City of Kalamazoo 
Community Homeworks 
Dorothy U. Dalton Foundation 
Edison Neighborhood Association 
ENNA Foundation

Goodwill Industries of Southwestern Michigan 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
  through the Library of Michigan 
Irving S. Gilmore Foundation 
Kalamazoo Literacy Council 
Kalamazoo County Health & Community Services

Kalamazoo Public Library 
LISC Kalamazoo 
Michigan Humanities Council 
Old National Bank Foundation 
United Way of Southcentral Michigan 
Western Michigan University 
W.S. & Lois VanDalson Foundation



WHAT WE DO

Classes and workshops focused on Edison’s history,
equity, and community strengths
Group discussions that encourage shared learning and
respectful conversation

Help gather stories, experiences, and perspectives
from residents
Support research that informs policy, planning, and
neighborhood change

Photovoice projects
Oral histories
Murals and public art

Community Learning & Dialogue 

Community-based Research

Creative Storytelling Projects 

Community meetings and events
Neighborhood clean-ups and celebrations
Family-friendly learning activities

Neighborhood Engagement

Represent Edison residents in conversations with
partners and institutions
Elevate resident voices in decision-making spaces

Advocacy & Representation
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Participating in the Photovoice project, which
highlighted the beauty within neighborhood life and

areas for safety or aesthetic improvements. 

Creating Literacy Lane featuring one of the largest
street murals in Southwest Michigan, two Little Free

Libraries, and a Reading Corner. 

Supporting environmental awareness and clean-up
efforts along the Portage Creek.

SIGNATURE PROJECTS

Securing historic commemorations for Albert J.
White, an African-American builder from

Kalamazoo. Establishing the Albert J. White Literacy
Trail and Literacy Lane along the Portage Creek.  
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Be recognized as a community representative & leader
Help shape projects that improve learning spaces, safety, and quality of life
Contribute to neighborhood initiatives such as literacy trails, oral histories,
murals, and learning maps
Play a visible role in building Edison as a thriving learning neighborhood

BENEFITS 

Opportunities to learn from WMU faculty
Access to Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) courses  
Classes focused on:

Neighborhood history, heritage, and culture
Family and multi-generational literacy
Digital literacy and technology skills

Increased awareness of learning opportunities for all ages 

Learning & Education 

Stronger relationships and support networks with neighbors
Access to information about community services and resources
A sense of belonging and a shared purpose 

Community Support

Impact
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Osher Lifelong
Learning Institute



Attend orientation and welcome meeting
Attend monthly Edison Resident Scholar meeting
Meet other Resident Scholars
Ask questions and share your interests

Attend monthly meetings & special events 
Share your ideas, experiences, and perspectives
Listen and learn alongside your neighbors
Represent the Edison neighborhood with pride

As a Resident Scholar, you are encouraged to:

 Review Orientation Guide

Complete application

Meet fellow Scholars

Join a meeting, class, or activity

Share your ideas and interests

Ask for support as you need it 

WHAT TO EXPECT

30
DAYS

90
DAYS

60
DAYS

Participate in at least one activity or meeting
Begin exploring a project or topic that interests you
Build connections with other Resident Scholars
Attend monthly Edison Resident Scholar meetings

Take a more active role in discussions or activities
Share ideas for future projects or improvements
Reflect on how you want to stay involved moving forward
Attend monthly Edison Resident Scholar meetings

Suggested timeline of activities: 

Use this checklist as a reference. Everything happens at your own pace. 
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“We are Edison!”


